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This bill analysis was prepared by the nonpartisan legislative staff for the use of legislators in their deliberations and does not constitute an official statement of legislative intent. 
 

OVERVIEW:  House Bill 721 would authorize counties to allow repayment of special 

assessments in semiannual installments as a collection option and extend the repayment 

window to 20 years.  The PCS makes a clarifying technical change to the effective date. 

CURRENT LAW:  Counties are authorized to levy special assessments against property to pay 

for certain capital improvements that benefit the property, such as improving water or sewer 

systems, beach erosion, streets, and street lighting.1 Special assessments are levied in proportion 

to the benefit received by the property and are levied against the property, rather than the owner.  

Special assessments require the county to front the full cost of a project prior to imposing 

assessments on the benefitted property. The governing board of the local unit may request full 

payment of assessments within 30 days of confirmation of the assessment or by annual 

installments (up to 10 years), with interest. If the governing board opts for installment payments, 

it would have the option of choosing either the date when property taxes are due, or 60 days after 

the date the assessment roll is confirmed, as the date of the first installment payment. 

BILL ANALYSIS:  House Bill 721 would further authorize counties to allow repayment of 

special assessments in semiannual installments as a collection option and extend the timeframe a 

county could authorize repayment of the assessment to 20 years.  

EFFECTIVE DATE:  This act would become effective when it becomes law and would apply 

to assessment rolls confirmed on or after that date.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nicholas Giddings, Legislative Analysis Division, substantially contributed to this summary. 

 
1 Article 9 of Chapter 153A. 


